A TOTAL LOSS

Duluth's * Beautiful Opera
House Destroyed in
an Hour.

The Lose Approachesa Quar-
ter of a Million
Dollars.

A Number of Occupants Bare-
ly Escape With Their
Lives.

Rebullding This House and
Various Other Projects
Discussed.

A COMPLETE LOSS.
Dulath's Elegant ©)
to the

A mischievous mouse mbbling matches
or some ench trifle, a brsk northwesterly
w10d with the mercary at zero, the usual
Iack of water at the start, some bunghing
apparently about laying hose snd some
confusion when moments were precious;
such were the causes that destroyed the
Opera bouse, Dalath's prida and joy, one
of the begniful buildings of the city, a
quasi-public institation ia which all felt
a personal interest. Such were the
eanses from which sprang losses of ap-
proximately $200000 to owners and oceu-

pauta.

About 145 Mocday morning Thomas
Lannigao presiog the Opera Louse saw
emoke coming from Gissars grocery.
He ran over 10 the St. Loms hotel and
told Gua Duel, the night clerk, who
polled the alarm trom bux 47. Ia five
minntes the chemical and one hose cart

pern 1louse Tirvught
Groaal.

stairs, » bruised aod blinded hero.

by a mffocating clond of Emoke

dow.

balf dead, but not beyond quick recovery.
po!

Iast relieved bis triends by appesring.

they saw a manp fall back from & window

escape, but po oue 18 reported miseing.
Dr. Illsbury waa reported m ssiog, but
sent word 1n that he was alive and un-
scorched.

Adjoining Bulldings.

Berlous as the fire was, it looked sev-
ersl times asif the conflagration would
be much worse. When the fire was at
its height the St. Louis was 10 imminent
danger. The froot wall was smoking
aod the heat cracked nearfy all the win-
dows on Saperor street. The firemen
dil good work hers and saved the build-
g. Had the wind held trom the north.
west 85 at the start the great hostelry
must bave gone. It veered to the east
ward, however, end before the roof fell
bad gone dowa szlmost entirely. As 1t
®as the guets made o hasty exist with
valises and trunks. Ope man was s bit
startled to havs a trunk come emsshing
gown from a third story window to the
Michigan etreet sidewalk at bis feet. The
Buperior street exit was at this time  im-
pussubls and the guests with fear and
tremuling were escorted through a dark
pussagn to Miohigan street. A memonal
Was drawn up List eveming and largely
stpoed asking the council to order better
escapes.

"The postoffics too was in danger Post-
master Flyon was oge of the firston
the gronnd and the whole poetal force
was soon at work removing mails, The
Opers house wail tlreatened to fall aud
crush the postoffice out of existence.
The boys after getting out the mails with
8 batch of Jetters 1a oge band aod ther
lives tn the other, were called off. They

one was roused and Hanson groped his
way out, rollwg down two flights of
One

was left, A. J. Whiteman, in the third
corner, 1{anson supposing he wasm St.
Paul. ' He was roused by the noise and
contusion and ran to g door, to_be met
He
closed the door and threw open s win-
Ihs call was heard, & ledder ratsed

with difiiculty past a tangle of wires and
the handsome genitor crawled down the | SU2
ladder and was helped acroes the street, | Riten

ed miseing, but at |
3Mannice Hafey and ceversl others thought

oa the alley sude, after franhc efforts to
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Book Worms Cheated,

The best public hbrary in town, kept
ahve by woman's devoted efforte, the
Ladues’ Library, was burned. They have
$600 icsurance for & nuclens and they
should bave publio md in gathenng a far
betrer library than the one destroyed.
The best private library in Duloth was
the Fichi Gammi's. A collection of
reference books and maps, uneqaalled
tbe Northwest went to sshes 1 the Cham-

T of Commerce rooms. Ihre were
charts of the geologieal survey, an .

the Amerienn citis, maps of which many
car scarcely be dupheated, seventy vol-
umea of the Congressional Records, and

of pamphlets aud reports,
many of emall value severally, but the
whole inestimable in value and s & col-
lection 10t to be replsced. Mrs Shoe
maker, the etenographer, Joses four of
five sets of Shendun awaing delivery
Secretury Phelp’s personsl loss 1 about
§150.

The Salvags.
Pracheally nothig was eaved. John
T. Condon trucdled out hus safe. Abont
twenty mors are 1 the raics and will be
pried open 1n & taw doys when the, eool
off. Sieg Levy bad valuables wortl
sboat 10,000 which may be destroyed or

soon went back and pulled out wmost of

tLe office fistures as well. The bmlding

valaable collection of directories of all | too shal

A date bes already been made
Modjeska fer next December and

it

& |1t 18 highly probable that the house

will be ready for her. The work could be
80 separated that, while forming a part of
the same etracture, the cffice bullding 1o
fronfcould be fimshed at leisure. Sev-
eral other plaus are already suggested,
bat there is a general disposition to give
first choice to the men who built & better
smusement than tha town conld
support five years ago, aod carred the

2

2| elephant upcomplatwingly until 1t began

to bs profitabie. Pablic spint 18 8ppre-
@ated here.

Of the otner plane, the most defiaite
centers upon Musonic temple on the cor-
ner 6f Supenor street and Second avenue
east. Itis pretty well settled that the
bueiness center will be west uf Liuke ave-
nue bat that does not prevent the site
named from bewrg as good as canbe
found. While stores thers would rent
for less than at Foarth avenue west, 8
theatsr would be exactly ag well located.
So that gronnd reots favor ths e, A
paper circulated spontaneously yesterday
and a number of sohd men subscribed
for round blocks of stocks, The plan
would 1nclude a theater on the ground
Hoor and the Masomo ball above. The
scheme would posaibly include a foyer
and other metropolitan wrinkles, but de-
tauls are nosettled.

Tt happens also that the Palladio eyn-
dicate hus recently purchs addi-
tional filty fees and has thought of an
opera bouse for utiizing the rear epaca.
Large oor room could bs had on this
site without haviog the stores or offices
low aud mach_ otherwise “dend
space” could be utihized. The mdispen-
suble requmstte of ground Hoor exits
would here be present.

Stlla third aite is the A. M Jhller
property oppote ths Spalding, 18
understood Me 3iller would have built
belfore bat for ne behef that the Spald-
1og, Chamber of Commerce, Jowell and
Palladio baidings were enoagh for awhile
on oue eqanre. 23 not anmounced
sny deciston under present circumstances
bat he has had a theatrs n mind among
other thiogs.

‘The West Eod pecple are mot to be
overiooked. They have seversl commo-
dions halls but no good thestre. They
aze qute likely to come forward with a
project, though mone probably to cvo-
thiet with those mentioned,

not, A few of the tensnts got their

Meanwhile De Haycock, who was to
assume the leass of the Gpera house next
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palled upin Supertor street and & little
Jater the West End hose cart wheeled
ito Fourth svenuo. DBut thera wers
cotly, perhape fatal delays. It took sev-
eral mintes to bresk upen the front door.
Tt took still more time to locste the fire.
‘The chemical wss brought juto play, but
its stream came nowhere pear the ames,
which at this ime were entirely i the
rear, The water would not low throngh
the pipes when firet turned on, whether
because the bydrant was frozen or for
want of pressure 1s in question, Anyway
the hose would not throw the water ten
feet. The News reporter who_went isto
the building st this Lime tound no smoke
1o the corridors and no heat 1 the walls,
It lookad hike s insigmificant smoulder.
But s glance st the rear of the build-
ing showed anything but asmoulder.
By the time the engines arrved the
Hames wers burstiog out trom the base
ment door, and 1 & few mutes the wind
bad funned 1t nto & furnace. The hose
cart which waa to serve this part of the
buildiog was partly disabled by the
horse's falling, aud 1t took a long time to
get a stream to the one place where water
could do suy good By this time Gas-
ser'n store was a mass of flames and the
fire bad burped through to the wivgs of
the Operw. house stage. There was no
stopping 1t then. In a few seconds the
fire hud leaped to the roof and pepetrated
to every part of the bmlding, ‘The walls
began fo bulge, In Levy's liquor store
a senes of explosions were heard a3 one
Hames. re was one boom in particu-
lar like a dynamnte blast whiok shook the
earth aud could bave come from uotbing
less thao s tun. Helf en hour from_the
time the alarm wa3 given the bmilding
wes a canldron of Hames wad 8 hnodred
yards awey the bLeat was scarcely tolet-
e. A fow minotes later the roof fell
I, carrying everythiog with it to the
basement.. About 3, with a tremendous
crash, the Superior street front and the
avenue wall fell outward, and the tire was
pracucally over. The debris continned
to blaze harmlessly and stil sends up &
tnighty smoke this morowg.

People In Peril,

A dozen peopls were eleeping in the
Opera House building when the slarm
was sounded. Cbas. Havson, thejanitor,
was among the first to awake, e got
out his faunly sod weot back to rouse
the others, leaving his housebold effecta
sud all his savinzs—abont SEX—to the
fice. 8. W. Mountz and his three chil-
dren, ecantly clad, were smong the first
rescued. Mr, Mouaiz's farniture and a
valuable musical ibrary were lett. Don
A. Dodge, who roomed on the fourth
foor, had just time to svatch & par of
trousers, a sealskin cap, a pair of socks
und u spring overcont and y. He saved

—tarnitare, watch and privata papers
consamed—and they were. Frack Lazter
had just been awakeoed by bis brother,
wha was sleeping with him when Hanson
came to the door. They tumbled out
Lestily, with incouplets tollets, snd

barrel uﬂ'.e‘r avother was Licked up by the | o:

nothing else—not even a collar button | g

was o fire at ope ime and one marling
cuse was burned, but the fire was sup-
preased. At 6 1 the morning they eet to
work moving therr traps back and ab 7:43
the carniers with the Sunday mails aud
the et,

tranks out. Condon rescued the goods
1n his ebow windows snd soms of Boyce
& Totman's cases were brougbtout. A
koot of halt 8 dozen was prepanog to
carry off the goode frop the west wia-
dow when something blew up with no

In consideration of their gallant services

the men were not docked for being late.

The (rame bmildings on Supertor street,
unfortanately some will eay, were up-
uched. C. F. Johnsou's building, oc-
berlain’

g

2ll, shooting the window
frume into the middle of the street nod
the crowd to the other eide. The goods
wera saifered to burn.

The Cause.
No ry explana.

cuped by Alberon & Cl
bookstore, wsa shzhtly scorched. The
Howard house of courss is'a salamander.
Oa the avenue above the postoffice, most
of the tarriture was moved Irom the two
nearest Benetean cottages, but the wind
was vot that way ead they eacaped Over
the postoffice Jolin D. Ghll in hight aitire
was sowing pepers, booksand clothing on
the sidewalk. He too was rescned.
Several windows io tbe Fargusron
block, diagonally from the Opera block,
were broken by the beat, but tle build’
ing was uot 1n serious danger.

‘The Losses.

As pear as can be sscertaned the
fosses and Ineurance outside of the build
wg were s follows:

Insurance. Loss.
L8600 1400
400 9,000

Foses & Totman
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T, Condon (ooms)
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Ladles Library association
Lssen  Dow Qulli
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#2300, Germaa, of Frankfo;
of Philadelrbia & 00
Girard, BLUW, Uslted Wiremen, 3500, Provi-
ence & Washingion, 1,500, Puckers & EPro-
1,000: Michanies, of Philadel
‘Pariridse

@ & Austia—Several com

phis. B1,500
panics, $4,50.

INSTRANCE 0N TTOCES,

Kimberley, Stryker & Manley—Orient, of
Banford, §0 for Dr  Bowmani Germanid, of
Mew York, $2000, for Boy Tolman: Sun
Fire, of London, 1,000, Buffa:o German, Bt 00,

15w | Bacry was the lnst performer to' appear
3 | here. Brought o this country to Teopen
50 | the Union Square, provented by fire from

o0
after o three mights’ epgagement, just be-

tion is fonnd. Mice gnawing ot matches
16 suggested as the most planeible. One
of Gasser’s clerks was in be store about.
midoight and beard rodeats sesmper
about near where the fire caught. Spon-
taneous cowmbustion or slow igoition
trom steam pipes 16 dismissea altogether.
The fire started nesr the resr of the gro
cery, either just above or just below the
grovad floor. It 18 not supposed that
shere will be any opposition from 1nsar-
ance compavies.
The House That Was,

The foundations for the Duluth Grand
Opera house were laud in '82 and iu '83 it
wes opened by Emma Abbott, It cost
$100,000 and with fistures and scesery
aboat $120,000. The saditoriao, contain-
10g 1,000 ceats, was oneof the pretiiest n
America, closely re'embling the Bijon of
Boaton. Muvger & Markell, the propri-
etors, though they sre by no means im-
povertehed by the loss, received express-
1018 of eympathy yesterday from the Du-
luth public snd lelegrams from every
part of the country. 1qual sympathy 18
exteaded to many occupasts whose loss,
though smaller, 1s far beavier than the
owners’.

As Emma Abbott waa the first, Helen

appeanng m St. Paol, she lefy thia houee

foretsinemneration. Is Miss Barry the
oniginal fire fiend?

Dulnti's New Opera Houso—Perhaps Two
Them.

The Opera bouse will probably be built
onits present site. Neither 3r. Muoger
por Mr. Markell were prepared to ssy
much aboat the pleos last evepmng. It
is, however, almost certamn that Muoger
& Markell will have a theater on the
Opera house corner. The plan hes been
discussed of extending the building beck
to the ally, Temoving the postoffice build-
1og and makiog the block 140 wetead of
100 teet deep. Then 8 Jarger house than
the old one conld be built on the rear of
the lot, with ground Hoor exits, leaning
spaoe still for eizable stores 10 front. A
large buildiog usaally takes a year and &
half to complete, but 1t 18 thought with
a reasonably early epring the opera house

Fridsy, is mabiog arrangemonts fo pre |
seat wany of the attractions st Turn
all. So ‘we shall not bae altogether
without the drama until the new bonse—
or two of them—1s bmit.

‘Where They can be Found.

J.'T. Gondon will probsbly go 1nco the
Spalding House.

Several of the barned out firms have
already taken new quarters,

Dupcse & Brewer hold forth in the
snner to the Baompg block, 12 Second
avenue weat.

Munger & Markell are with the Luke
Superior Elevator company, Loard of
Trade ding.

Baldwin & Willeats are with the D. J.
Stoclair Abstract of Title company, Du-
Iuth Nutional bank.

Dr. Bogee, o Boyce & Totmav, started
for St. Paul on the hmited to purchase &
new stock of_drags. His firm will cc-
capy a store in the St, Lows.

W. 0. Sargent 18 with the Pioneer Fuel
company, in Hotel St. Loms; slso Wis-
consin Gentral railroad, Osborae & Fra-
er, J. C.Enuis and Partridge and Will-
cuts

‘The West Dnluth Lsnod cowpany is
teraporanly at room 503 Dulvtb Natiooal
Bank buldg, but Wil fit np permsvent

marters 1a the Spalding House at s
early day.

The Kitchi Gamwi club bave one or
two places uuder conaderation for head-
quatters, bnt will decide upon nothiug
uoul tomorrow, when a meetiog Will be
held 1 Paive & Dardner's back.

Sparks from the BullcIng.
Col. Stowell lost an_elegant piano
whirh was i the Kitchi Gammi rooms.

Messra. Munger & Markell oaly 8 short
tume ago refnsed 215,000 for the Opers
house property.

A “fire sale of real estate” is oe of the
pecabar things thet has grown out of
yesterduy's fire. Mr. Gill announces
such a sale. Dlr. Gill ia bothing, if not
uvique.

The fing oil paicting executed by Mr.
Gilbert, Munger, brother of 1. § Mun-
ger, snd valaed st 31,000, Was consamed
with the rest of the contents of Munger
& Markell's office.

A subscription for the bepefit of
Charles ¥ anson, the janitor who lost
his saviogs while alarming the tenants of
the Opera house, 18 in circalation. B.|
R. Clarkson bas cbarge of the paper.

At 4 a. m. Superior street was blocked
by 8 mass of debns from the fallen wall.
The tracks, however, wera claared by the
timo street cars began runniog, and thy
street was cleared full width before
Dight.

Daluth vewspaper men Who were
roxions to serve lheir outside papers
found Operator James Li. Owes, of the
Western Union, equal to apy task ihey
could impoee upon bim  The manner 1
which be handled the vast smouut of

part conld ba walled in Ly late summer

scrambled through toe smoke. All bat

Liveryool Koyal, 8500, for M, 3 Gaseer, Men

correspundeuce retlects great credit on
u

and the wterior finished before pext Jan-  Lum,



